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Tee-up for a day of golf, food, drinks, and networking with other business
and community leaders while raising funds to support people with
disabilities in DuPage County and the surrounding area.

Tickets and sponsorships are quick, easy, and convenient at RGAGolf.org.

Tentatively on Monday, June 1 at 9:30 a.m.
River Forest Country Club
15W468 Grand Ave, Elmhurst

Robert F. Spahn Memorial Golf Classic

We honor people who remember Ray Graham in their will or estate plans
as members of the Monarch Society. For more information on the benefits
of the Monarch Society, call 630-620-2222.

“I give, devise, and bequeath to Ray Graham Association for People with
Disabilities, the sum of ________ dollars ($_______) for the benefit of its general
support (or specify the specific program you wish to support).”

Making a gift to Ray Graham Association through your will is a thoughtful
way to empower people with disabilities to reach, grow, and achieve. It
is easy! A simple and straightforward sentence in your will can help the
people we serve live rich and meaningful lives.

Idea for Thoughtful Giving

Tickets and more information available at RGAButterflyBall.org.
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Butterfly Ball on Saturday, Nov. 14 at 6:30 p.m. at Embassy Suites in Naperville.

Tickets and more information available at HansonCenter.org.

Hanson Center Barn Party in Fall 2020 at the Hanson Center in Burr Ridge.

Online registration begins on Monday, Jun. 1 at TheMonarchWalk.org.

Monarch Walk on Sunday, Sep. 20 at 9:30 a.m. at North Central College in Naperville.

Elmhurst and Hinsdale. Email Hailey Nicewanner at HNicewanner@RayGraham.org to volunteer.

Candy Days tentatively on Monday, Aug. 24 and Tuesday, Aug. 25 at stores and intersections in

River Forest Country Club. Tickets and more information available at RGAGolf.org.

Robert F. Spahn Memorial Golf Classic tentatively on Monday, Jun. 1 at 9:30 a.m. at the

901 Warrenville Road
Suite 500
Lisle, IL 60532

The
Events
Calendar

Ladies Luncheon is postponed until further notice. Thank you for those who bought tickets
and sponsored. We’ll post updates at RGAEvents.org.
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Reaching Goals
David Raineri began riding horses at Ray Graham
Association’s Hanson Center when he was
four years old. Over the past 17 years, his quiet
confidence gave him the courage to take on more
and more challenging courses. Now a young adult
and Special Olympics gold medalist, he is always
eager to cheer on his teammates. “He arrives at
every lesson with a huge grin and ready to work,”
says Mary Beth Groom, his instructor accredited
by the Professional Association of Therapeutic
Horsemanship (PATH). Riding horses increases
trust and non-verbal communication skills. “Cindy
is my favorite horse,” said David. A Haflinger horse,
she is known for an energetic yet gentle gait. The
Hanson Center offers every rider an opportunity
to build happier and healthier lives.

Greetings!
I am proud of the flexibility and resilience with which Ray Graham Association
team members and the people we support are responding to the challenges
presented by the coronavirus pandemic. The strength of our community is
particularly evident in times such as these. Our direct support staff, administration,
and leadership are committed to serving the health and housing needs of people
with disabilities as we navigate this evolving situation. We are imagining exciting
ways for our community to connect and are devoted to doing all we can to help
those whom we’re privileged to serve.
Ray Graham Association cherishes the leadership and generosity of our
supporters and advocates like you. Our dedication to people with disabilities and
their families does not waiver in times of social crisis. In fact, our person-centered
approach to care and community is more important now than ever. This edition of
the Achiever reminds us of the values we share and the lives we change. You will
meet Nicole, David, Ryan, Cami, and Yolanda. They are significant parts of the Ray
Graham Association story of people empowered to reach, grow, and achieve.
Although our community — and much of the world — are in a season of uncertainty,
with your help, we can ensure a future where people with disabilities can live rich
and meaningful lives. We hope people with developmental disabilities can count
on your continued support.
Thank you for being a part of this life-saving
and life-giving mission,

Kim Zoeller
President & CEO
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How do you like the Achiever?
Email us your thoughts at Development@RayGraham.org

Winning Awards
Ryan Hansen first joined the Gateway Special
Recreation Association ten years ago. He was
hesitant, attending just one program a week with
the support of a personal aid. “After the team
established a trusting relationship with Ryan, we
developed a support plan. Now, it is an every day
life plan,” said Gateway SRA Superintendent Ryan
Massengill. Last year, he received a Ray Graham
Individual Achievement award and won First
Prize at Gateway Special Recreation Association’s
annual Talent Night. The plan created by Ryan, his
family, and the team helped lay the foundations
for his success today. Like many of the people we
support, Ryan is confident, independent, and looks
forward to social outings with his friends.

Ray Graham Association is a nonprofit
organization that serves nearly 2,000 people
with developmental disabilities and their families
in DuPage County and the surrounding area
at over 35 locations through five service areas:
residential, life skills, recreational, employment,
and family support.

RayGraham.org
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Dreaming Big
Probation Officer Nicole Kramer continues to have a
meaningful ripple effect across the community through
her work. She helps people released from correctional
facilities re-enter their communities safely and
successfully. Our Employment Services not only
help people with disabilities find a job, but find the
right fit. “At her interview, there were ten people sitting
around a conference table waiting to interview Nicole,”
said Nicole’s Job Developer Josephine D’Angelo, “but
led by her service dog, Jackman, Nicole very calmly
entered the room and confidently problem-solved
various scenarios.” Through her employment search,
Nicole had several job opportunities. However, when
the Kane County Courthouse offered her a probation
officer position, she knew she had more than a job.
She had achieved her dream.

Going for Gold

Making Music
Our Community Learning Centers have
recently partnered with Dynamic Lynks
to offer a new music therapy curriculum.
Team members were taught to actively
and passively use music to create
calming and supportive environments
for people with disabilities. “It was
so amazing to watch someone with
communication challenges choose a
song he wanted to hear by touching
the music therapist’s hand,” said
Erica Wright, Assistant Director. The
therapeutic music class helps people
be creative, have fun, and express
themselves.

Exploring
Employment

The Gateway Gators basketball teams have had an incredible season this
year. The Green, Red, White, and Blue teams worked together to win games,
build confidence, and sharpen their leadership skills. Each team received a
medal for their Special Olympic qualifying games. The Red and Green teams
qualified for the state competition in March. Team sports like basketball are one
way that Ray Graham Association encourages people with disabilities to live
happier and healthier lives.
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The Bloomingdale Township Mental Health
Board generously funded Job Exploration
Classes that gave people throughout the
community tools to seek and keep a job. Job
Exploration Classes like interview training,
resume writing, and learning to dress for
success led 100 people to the financial
independence a new job offers. Learning to
navigate public transportation and connect
to natural supports contributed to the 90%
retention rate for the 156 people Employment
Services supports.

RayGraham.org
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Cami’s
Corner
Building Relationships
When Indian American Cultural Association (IACA) volunteers Vinita Gulabani
and Shanu Sinha reached out to Assistant Director Neel Patel, we knew that a
special relationship was in store. IACA hosted a Valentine’s Day celebration where
people made valentine cards, strengthened friendships, and enjoyed delicious
treats. Thanks to committed IACA volunteers, 2020 will be a year of care and
cultural engagement. The people who rely on Community Learning Centers for
education and enrichment can now look forward to even more opportunities like
picnics, crafts, yoga, and game nights.

“

I am the chairperson of the Ray Graham
Council. You might be wondering what we do.
Well, read this article that I wrote when I was
in Florida. The council meets quarterly, and
then I report to the Ray Graham Board about
what we discussed. We talk about our rights,
different procedures, what is going on at all
the learning centers, and we help each other
with problems we may have.
We started something new. We recognize
individuals for their achievements. People
nominate individuals and then we celebrate
their successes by presenting them with
an award. It can be anything from being
employed for 90 days on a job, to learning
how to fly a plane, to doing well with
maintaining health issues. Not only do we
recognize the individual, but we recognize
the staff who support them.
Ray Graham had its accreditation last summer.
The council took part in that.
We have a picnic in the summer where
everyone in the association is invited. Also,
we invite elected representatives in the area.
That way they can see what Ray Graham is all
about. Since I am on the Board of Directors,
the council is what I report on.

”

“Every day I empower people to live a life with dignity and respect.”

Achieving
Success
Yolanda Patton has been a devoted Ray
Graham team member for over 7 years. In
recognition of her leadership and problemsolving skills, she was promoted from program
manager to coordinator. With these new
responsibilities come new opportunities for
professional growth, like team supervision and
specialized training. “Every day I empower
people to live a life with dignity and respect,”
says Yolanda. Not only do Ray Graham
residences provide homes for 132 people
with disabilities, they also offer 137 dedicated
employees like Yolanda the opportunity to
achieve their career goals.
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Increasing Independence
With two new additions, Oakhurst and Oxford, the number of people with disabilities
flourishing in our 25+ community based homes continues to grow. By promoting independence
and fostering friendships, Community Living Resources afford people more than a place
to live—they have a home. The young men who live in Oakhurst encourage each other in
job searches, host their families for new holiday traditions, and enjoy friendly video game
competitions. The men who live in Oxford explore places like the Shedd Aquarium, Morton
Arboretum, and Lincoln Park Zoo. Ray Graham Association strives to offer each person the
chance to be a part of their community and to make every day enjoyable and meaningful.
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