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100+ Women Who Care Elmhurst Area Grant Ray Graham 

Association $14,000 
 

Elmhurst, IL, July 15, 2019- Ray Graham Association (RGA), received a check of 
$14,000 from 100+ Women Who Care Elmhurst Area for their Elmhurst Community 
Learning Center (ECLC). The mission of RGA is to create opportunities that empower 
people with disabilities to reach, grow, and achieve. 

 
In May, the 100+ Women Who Care Elmhurst Area met and voted on Ray Graham 

Association as their charity of choice after a presentation made by Teri Litavsky, RGA 

Board member who is also a 5 year member of the 100+ Women Who Care Elmhurst 

Area. This is the third time in 5 years 100+ Women selected RGA for their quarterly 

donation. This time, the money awarded went specifically for facility needs at RGA’s 

Elmhurst Community Learning Center to better implement the My Day, My Way 

curriculum. The generous $14,000 donation will purchase two new SMART Boards, ten 

assisted lift recliners, accessible art and music supplies for the program.  

On July 1st, Ray Graham Association hosted a check presentation at their Elmhurst 

Community Learning Center in Elmhurst. Members of the 100+ Women Who Care 

Elmhurst Area joined RGA for a presentation on RGA’s programs, tour of the facility, 

and met people supported by RGA’s services, who would directly benefit from their 

generous donation.  

Jean Carlquist, founding member of 100+ Women Who Care Elmhurst Area, explained 

why they chose to select RGA as their beneficiary, “I represent an amazing group of 

women, 100+ Women Who Care, who gather quarterly to decide how we can make a 

difference in our community. At our last meeting, Teri Litavsky, 100+ member, 

presented the opportunity to donate to the “My Day, My Way” initiative at Ray Graham 

Association. We are delighted to contribute to this impactful effort and to support the 

mailto:Mlangan@raygraham.org


enthusiastic and talented staff at Ray Graham who do the hard work every day to 

empower adults with disabilities.”

Ray Graham Association’s President and CEO, Kim Zoeller, expressed her gratitude for 

the generous donation, “We are grateful for 100+ Women Who Care Elmhurst Area’s 

investment in Ray Graham Association, which will change the lives of the people we 

support at our Elmhurst Community Learning Center for the better. Without the support 

from 100+ Women Who Care, we wouldn’t be able to provide the much needed updated 

chairs, new SMART boards, and supplies for our new program’s curriculum.”  

RGA launched their newest program, My Day, My Way in April. The first component of 

the program is music therapy.  My Day, My Way aims to give people the opportunity to 

design their own day at RGA. Through choosing their daily schedule, people supported 

by RGA will engage in leisure, therapeutic, and daily living activities to work on a variety 

of goals across clinical domains. Music therapy can be an effective way for the people 

of Ray Graham Association to practice a variety of skills across these domains while 

engaging in enjoyable music curriculum established by board-certified music therapists. 

Starting with the ECLC, the first program to launch is Music Therapy. The Music 

Therapy program features active group instrument play, songwriting, movement to 

music, signing and vocalization, and music assisted relaxation.  Those activities are 

designed to provide opportunities of meaningful peer social interactions, increase 

autonomy and choice making, improve vocalization and communication skills, and 

improve fine and gross motor skills. 

Teri Litavsky explained why she supports this initiative, “This generous donation is a 

good example of how businesses, charities, organizations and churches can work 

together to support each other. It is evidence of a community that creates a web that is 

not only a safety net for those in need, but also an opportunity to demonstrate that we 

value all people of our community. This elevates the entire community.  It is important to 

note that for this particular donation, the members of 100+ Women had the insight to 

recognize that charities need ongoing support and partnership.  RGA is truly grateful, 

and the 100+ Women Who Care are truly changing lives with their partnership.” 

Life Skills Services  
Ray Graham Association’s Life Skills services support over 400 people with disabilities 
each year through their Community Learning Centers. Daytime activities are driven by 
what people want to do and occur at RGA locations and in the surrounding community. 
Activities address employment readiness, community exploration, recreation and 
exercise, leisure activities and volunteering for community-based organizations. RGA 
helps people develop and maintain life skills so they can enjoy a day that is meaningful 
to them and filled with experiences and opportunities that are based on their interests 
and passions.  
 
To learn more about RGA’s Life Skills services, visit: 

 

https://www.raygraham.org/life-skills-services/
https://www.raygraham.org/life-skills-services/


If you would like more information about RGA, please call Mark Langan, Chief 
Development Officer at (630)628-7174 or email: mlangan@raygraham.org 
 

 

100+ Women Who Care Elmhurst Area pictured with Ray Graham Association Team 

Members in RGA’s My Day, My Way Music Room. Holding the check, Left to right, Teri 

Litavisky, Jean Carlquist, and Kim Zoeller, President and CEO of Ray Graham 

Association   
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Pictured above: Members of 100+ Women Who Care Elmhurst Area at Ray Graham 

Association’s check presentation   

 

 



 

RGA’s team member, Nial Maloney (left) pictured with Neel Patel (right), person 

supported by RGA’s Elmhurst Community Learning Center (ECLC), sharing what he 

enjoys most about ECLC to the 100+ Women Who Care Elmhurst Area 

 

 



 

Teri Litavsky, speaking on behalf of 100+ Women Who Care Elmhurst Area 
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