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Mary Jo Stofen is a retired educator and mother of Sara, age 34.

As a parent of four children, I’ve always wanted success and independence for all of my children.
Thanks to the creative and hard-working team at Ray Graham Association, this dream has come true
for Sara. She shares a home with friends and lives as independently as she can. Getting to this point
wasn’t easy, but I couldn’t be happier with the outcome or more thankful for the hopeful future that lies
ahead for my daughter.
My husband and I recognize our relationship with Ray Graham Association as a partnership. While we
know that Sara is safe and happy, we also believe that our continued work with the RGA team is crucial
to her success. Their feedback, day-to-day involvement, and focus on what’s important to Sara has
provided the peace of mind that we need, and the personalized attention Sara thrives on.
Sara’s life seems complete. She lives in a wonderful neighborhood, shops at the mall, eats out at
restaurants, and when she comes home for a visit, she can’t wait to get back to her own home and see
her friends. What more could a mother hope for?

901 Warrenville Road, Suite 500, Lisle, IL 60532
(630) 620-2222

rayg raham.org
Ray Graham Association was founded in 1950
and is named after the late Ray Graham, the first
Director of Special Education in Illinois. Today,
we provide customized services to nearly 2,000
people with disabilities and their families through
residential, life skills, employment, recreational,
and family support services.

each. Grow.

My daughter, Sara, has always been happy. Her smile can light up a room
and the pride my husband and I feel for her is overwhelming.

Life
is a

team
effort.

With nearly 40 locations
throughout DuPage County
and the surrounding counties,
our team of nearly 400
people offer trend-setting,
innovative and customized
programs so people can be
safe, happy, and live the
highest quality life possible.

“"We are more than just
a team...we are family." ”
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is a Personcentered
Approach

Meeting the ever-changing
needs and dreams of
people with disabilities
and their families is never
easy, but at Ray Graham
Association, our team
members are good at it.
We acknowledge each
person's life story and
what's important to them.
We recognize that each
person is unique and has
different passions and
priorities. We work hard as
a team to create customized
support services so each
person can reach, grow,
and achieve. Above all,
we value the partnership
between team members
and family members –
and we never take that
relationship for granted.

Reach. Grow. Achieve.

The Key
RESIDENTIAL

EMPLOYMENT

FAMILY SUPPORT

Our residential services and settings
are as unique as the people we support.
Some people flourish in a community-based
home or apartment with friends, while others
require more skilled care and the support
of a 24-hour nursing team. The focus in
all of our residential services remains on
maximizing independence, ensuring personal
care and safety, and encouraging socialization opportunities that support each
person’s passions and priorities.

We partner with hundreds of employers in
DuPage, Will and surrounding counties to
not only help people with disabilities find a
job, but find the right fit. We prioritize each
person’s dreams and goals so that the job
they secure is one that not only provides
a steady paycheck, but helps build skills,
opportunities for growth, and advancement.

We offer educational seminars, personalized
consultation, a unique respite home for
children, and support in navigating service
options to find the best fit. We help ensure
that funding is maximized to meet these
needs and that above all, these programs
will support the interests and priorities that
are important to each person with a disability
and their family.

LIFE SKILLS
Achieving goals and dreams is easier when
you have a team to support you. Whether
you are seeking a home-based option such
as life coaching to increase self-esteem and
skills, a community learning center where
daytime activities are driven by what people
want to do, or think the community should
be a classroom, we have a program to meet
your needs.

RECREATIONAL
Imagine a 12-acre area nestled in Burr
Ridge with a horse barn and pastures, a
small animal farm, gardens and an accessible
playground. This is the Hanson Center and
it is home to RGA’s recreational programs
that range from therapeutic horseback riding
to classes and activities that are offered
through our Gateway Special Recreation
Association. The benefits of our recreational
activities include increased physical
aptitude, independence, socialization
skills and self-esteem.

