
First Look for Charity  
February 10, 2017
7:00 pm- 11:00pm 
McCormick Place
King Drive at 23rd Street, Chicago 
RGA’s Hospitality Suite Opens at 5:30pm  
Tickets $275 
To purchase tickets, or for more information, call 630.628.7274 

Robert F. Spahn Memorial  
Golf Classic Golf Outing 
May 22, 2017

The Monarch Walk 
September 24, 2017 

Butterfly Ball 
November 11, 2017 
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Thinking outside the box proved to be a game-changer 
for a young woman and her family

Events CalendarThe
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Robert F. Spahn
 
Golf Classic

 



She is a helper and always follows through.  
Her laugh is contagious and she has a smile 
that can light up a room. She is persistent, 
loves music and being surrounded by silly 
people, but, above all, Sarah Jerue loves her 
family and everyone agrees that she is one-
of-a-kind. 

Sarah is on the autism spectrum. She 
struggled with several services since coming 
to Ray Graham Association (RGA) so when 
RGA Team members and Sarah’s family 
realized this, they came together to create 
something incredibly unique in the State of 
Illinois. There wasn’t an existing service model 
or resource to use as a guide when creating 
the supports, so we tried something new. 

There were endless conversations and 
communication between Sarah’s family, RGA 
and an independent service coordination and 
advocacy agency. Instead of trying to support 
Sarah in adapting to new environments, 
which had proved unsuccessful over a long 
period of time, we knew our approach had 
to be totally different. “We found that Sarah 
was most successful when she was spending 
time in places that she was most familiar 
with, such as her family’s home,” said Kelly 
Stumme, Assistant Director of Community 
Living Resources. “Once we looked at it from 
that angle, the services delivery aspects 
began to fall into place.” 

Today, Sarah lives in the western suburban 
home she grew up in, a place that is familiar 
and comforting to her. She has a routine and 

schedule that allows her to be as successful 
as she can be. Her parents moved out of the 
family home and put a structure in place that 
promotes her independence. Her support 
services are highly customized. During the 
day, and when she is at home, Sarah relies on 
RGA Team members and when her parents 
are scheduled to return home to enjoy family 
time, they provide support to her. When 
we look ahead, our hope is to eventually 
introduce a roommate to Sarah.

Sarah also attends RGA’s Monarch Academy 
in Naperville three days a week and on 
the days she is not there, 
she volunteers in 
her community. 
She works on life 
skills and personal 
goals so she can 
be as independent 
as possible. Sarah 
is happy. She lives 
in a familiar and safe 
place, she spends 
time with friends and 
is an actively engaged member of the 
community in which she lives. 

RGA listens to families and the people we 
support. We not only learn about their 
needs, but also about their preferences, 
passions and what’s important to them.  
This was certainly true for Sarah and her 
family. “We are very creative and sometimes 
think of ourselves as trail blazers,” said Kim 
Zoeller, President & CEO. “Seeing Sarah’s 
success has been a game-changer for her 
and her family.” 

We have so much to be thankful for at Ray Graham Association.  Because of the 
tremendous support from families, friends, and community groups, our annual Monarch 
Walk and Butterfly Ball were successful in raising much needed funds that will enhance 
our programs and services.  Just a few days ago, I had the opportunity to visit with the 
Elmhurst Garden Club, who has adopted our Elmhurst Community Learning Center 
and recently made it possible for a new accessible walkway and patio to be installed. 
The work on the new patio and the countless hours they have spent on the greenhouse, 
controlling flooding and simply maintaining the gardens  is amazing.  This is just another 
example of why we are so grateful.

I have mentioned our efforts to push forth legislation to increase wages for our Team 
members that provide direct support to the men, women, and children we serve.  
Unfortunately, efforts for a veto override vote failed.  We will continue to keep fighting 
for better wages…better wages because our direct support team members deserve it 
and the people we support deserve to have the highest quality of services!

Thank you so much for all that you do to support us to empower people with disabilities 
to reach, grow, and achieve. I wish you all a wonderful holiday season!

Kim Zoeller
President & CEO

From the 
President…

The annual RGA Holiday Appeal is in full-swing. Since government funding only covers 
77% of the cost of providing services, funds are needed for basics like food, educational 
supplies, vehicle gas and maintenance to transport people into the community.  

Will you help people reach, grow, and achieve this holiday season? 

Name __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City ________________________________________________________________________________________ State ________  Zip___________________

Preferred phone: ______________________ Home   Cell   Business   Email___________________________________________

Gift Amount $ _____________________________   Check enclosed   Visa    Mastercard    Amex   Discover

Card # ___________________________________________________________________  Exp date: ________/________  Sec code: _________

Mail your gift to:  Ray Graham Association, 901 Warrenville Rd, Suite 500, Lisle, IL 60532 
or donate online at www.raygraham.org.

The Season of Giving 

How do you like The Achiever?  
Email us your thoughts at development@raygraham.org
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Button Beauty Magnets made by Sarah for her micro 
business, Helper Girl Inc.      

Sarah’s Happy Place Sarah’s Happy Place 



When job developer, Josephine D’Angelo, first met Shannal she was extremely shy, soft spoken 
and struggled with self-confidence. Shannal also has Cerebral Palsy and always knew she 
wanted a job.  

Shannal often spoke about her love of children which inspired 
Josephine to stop at a daycare center that was close to Shannal’s 
home. She met the owner 
and explained that she was 
looking for a job for a young 
lady whom she felt would 
be a perfect addition to the 
team. As Josephine shared 
more about Shannal, the 
owner’s eyes filled with tears.  

The owner went on to explain that the daycare center was named in memory of her son, 
nicknamed Pee-Wee, who also had Cerebral Palsy and passed away at the age of two.  Shortly 
after the two met, Shannal was hired and welcomed with open arms. “Shannal has blossomed 
and her self-esteem continues to grow,” said Josephine. “There’s a perfect fit for everyone, and 
we’re here to help find it.” 

  

Justin, a young man with autism, is the son of 
Crystal Goldberg, one of our star volunteers 
at Bell Community Learning Center. Justin 
comes from an interfaith family and his 
parents spent years preparing for his 
modified Bar Mitzvah. Since it is customary 
to do a service project in preparation for 
one’s Bar Mitzvah, Justin and his parents 
formed “Just Justin Services,” a shopping and 
delivery service for groceries and gifts. Justin 
donated all of his tips from his business to 
RGA. Justin is a perfect example of how 
small gestures with great love can make an 
impact on those we support. 

5

Justin’s Bar Mitzvah
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Making sure people have the best possible 
health is a priority at RGA. To make sure 
that everyone is feeling their best, and 
to increase awareness, the Community 
Living Resources team has been focusing 
on a different health-related issue each 
month for the past few months. Issues 
addressed include incorporating exercise 
in daily routines, diabetes awareness, 
and the importance of staying hydrated. 
Future efforts will address improving 
ways of involving the people we support 
in conversations about their health with 
healthcare professionals. 

Healthy Living  
Initiative  

The Perfect Addition

Special thanks to landscape architect, Dan Wanzung 
from American Gardens in Elmhurst, for the new fully-
accessible walkway and patio at the Elmhurst Community 
Learning Center (ECLC).  The Elmhurst Garden Club 
created the vision for the project, but Wanzung did the 
work at cost and his company did the installation for free.  
A ribbon-cutting ceremony was held on November 15th to 
honor Dan and the amazing women of the Club.

The Monarch Society
Planning for the Future

Making a gift to Ray Graham  
Association through your will is a 
thoughtful way to empower people 
with disabilities to reach, grow, and 
achieve. The following verbiage is 
recommended when you remember  
RGA in your will:  

“I give, devise and bequeath to Ray 

Graham Association for People with 

Disabilities, the sum of ________ dollars ($_______) 

for the benefit of its general support (or 

specify the specific  

program you wish to support).”

Donors who remember RGA in their 
will or estate plans are welcomed 
into the Monarch Society. For more 
information on the benefits of the 
Monarch Society, contact Lorri Nagle, 
Chief Development Officer,  at 
lorrin@raygraham.org or  
630-620-2222.

R

Thank you to Dave Farra, RGA Development Committee 
member and Partner at NY Life, and Rick Heinz, CPA 
from Hinsdale and art collector, who helped turn the 
basement at the Wilson community-based home into a 
sports-themed “man cave”.  The gentlemen who live there 
are thrilled!     

 “Shannal has blossomed 
and her self-esteem 
continues to grow” 

Who doesn’t love a “girl’s trip”? Recently, 
some of the women we support in 
Residential Services traveled with RGA 
Team member, DaNicka Campbell, to the 
Mall of America. They had so much fun 
eating, swimming at the indoor waterpark, 
and, of course, shopping at the Mall of 
America. They even got dressed up for 
a night on the town and laughed as they 
chanted, “We shopped until we dropped!”  

Mall of America

Drama Club Blossoms Drama Club Blossoms 
It all began with a song and dance. For 
more than ten years, Erica Wright, Lead Life 
Skills Instructor at Main Street Community 
Learning Center, has been coordinating a 
song and dance routine for the annual Pretty 
in Pink celebration held as part of Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month. “The people we 
support love to perform,” said Erica. “After 
a few years of doing Pretty in Pink routines, 
people asked if we could perform for family 
and friends, and so we did!” Two years ago, 

the Drama Club was officially formed and 
they’ve been performing ever since.

In addition to Pretty in Pink performances 
and holiday skits, they hosted their first 
African American Heritage play earlier 
this year. It was a huge success and club 
members are already discussing plans for 
their next play. If you’re a veteran performer 
and want to volunteer to help with Drama 
Club, contact Erica Hall at 630.953.9574 
ext.104. 



It’s stressful living in a Ray Graham house with five other ladies whose disabilities and abilities 
are all different. It’s not the same as living with six non-disabled ladies.  

It is stressful because we all need different kinds of assistance. Some need physical types of 
assistance like moving, lifting, dressing and bathing. Others need help communicating.  Still 
others sometimes just need help understanding what’s happening. As if it weren’t complicated 
enough, when the regular staff is off and we have other staff filling in who aren’t familiar 
with our needs, it gets a little challenging. Our routines aren’t the same and neither are our 
personalities. It’s tough for everyone.

We try to help each other and staff with chores around the house and other physical tasks, but 
it’s hard. Providing mental support is often even harder, especially when you know someone is 
struggling. I am struggling right now and I feel lonely sometimes.

I would love to be in a home with ladies who are more on my level in terms of communicating.  
I know that RGA is working on it and wants to make sure that everyone is in a place that makes 
them feel happy and surrounded by friends that feel more like family.  Sometimes it’s hard to 
be patient, but RGA has taught me to be a strong advocate, not only for myself, but for the 
people around me - and I’m good at it.

I am grateful that I can spend my days at the Mize Community Learning Center. I can sit with 
friends who I can relate to and joke around with. When I am with them I feel great.   

I know that RGA counts 
on me the same way 
that I count on them. 
I know that will never 
change. For now, I’m 
glad they’re listening.

Recently, the Elmhurst Community 
Learning Center received five donated 
Ipads from Bosch, one of the world's 
leading providers of power tools and 
accessories. The iPads are used to 
teach life skills like money management, 
encourage conversation about current 
events and help plan and navigate trips 
into the community. iPads and other 
technology, like Smart Boards, are used in 
all of RGA’s Community Learning Centers.

Teaming up with Technology  

Cami’s Corner

76

Fundraiser Flashback
This year we had a fantastic turnout and a 
beautiful day for our annual Monarch Walk! 
We raised over $100,000 and celebrated 
with a huge party after the walk. Thank you 
to Professional Medical Supply, our 
presenting sponsor. Mark your calendar for 
next year’s walk — September 24, 2017. 

What a spectacular evening for this year's 
42nd Annual Butterfly Ball. We raised over 
$370,000! Thank you to our amazing 
presenting sponsors: Henricksen and 
OptumRx, and our generous volunteers. 

Patti Downs was presented with the 
Monarch Inspiration Award and IBM was 
honored as RGA’s Corporate Partner of 
the Year.

Special thanks to BMO Harris Bank for 
supporting the Appliance Project with a 
grant that also inspired others to donate.  
More than $20,000 was raised to replace 
appliances in our residential programs.

New Sign at the 
Hanson Center Barn
Three top marketing professionals got 
together to design and manufacture a 
wonderful new sign for the Therapeutic 
Horsemanship Program at the Hanson 
Center Barn. Thank you to avid Hanson 
Center volunteer Susan Mathieson Mayer, 
and her friends and colleagues: Rick 
Valicenti, president of Thirst Design, and  
Joe Marola of Classic Color.

“RGA has taught me to be a strong advocate, not only for 
myself, but for the people around me - and I’m good at it.”  

Young Professional’s 
Group Seeks 
Members  
Are you a young professional, age  
21-35 years, and want to get 
connected to a worthwhile cause? 
Do you have a relative supported  
at RGA and feel like you can 
be doing more to help? RGA 
recently formed a Young 
Professionals Group to increase 
awareness and help support our 
needs.  Interested? Contact  
Noe Janus at 630.628.7274 or 
noej@raygraham.org

Joe Marola and Susan Mathieson Meyer show off the new 
sign at the Hanson Center

Taiwan Buddhist Tzuchi Foundation   
We are always looking for dedicated volunteers and for years the people at the Specialized 
Living Center in Addison have benefited from the generous volunteers at the Taiwan 
Buddhist Tzuchi Foundation. On 
the third Saturday of every month, 
this group performs native dances, 
hosts sing-a-longs, presents guest 
musicians, and coordinates arts 
and crafts projects.  They even 
incorporate a healthy and fun form 
of exercise into their visits. We could 
not be more grateful to this group 
and to the life they bring to those 
we support. If you are interested 
in volunteering, or know a group 
who would like to volunteer at any 
of our sites, please contact us at 
volunteer@raygraham.org or call 
Dena McGady at 630-628-7170. 


